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SUB J : SAG SEEKS HELP ON ANGOLAN REFUGEE PROBLEM 

REF: A) PRETORIA 3211: (B) STATE 206297; (C) PRETORIA 3332 

1. DFA DEPUTY SECRETARY VAN DALSEN TELEPHONED LATE YESTERDAY 
TO SAY HE HAD BEEN CALLED IN BY PRIME MINISTER VORSTER (WHO 
IS ALSO ACTING AS FOREIGN MINISTER WHILE MULLER IS IN GERMANY) 

AND ASKED TO CALL THE ANGOLAN SITUATION TO OUR ATTENTION AGAIN, 
NOTING THAT SA REFUGEE CAMPS ARE FULL AND THAT REFUGEES ARE 
"DAMMING UP ON THE ANGOLA-SWA BORDER," WHERE ABOUT 6,000 
ARE BEING FED BY SA ARMED FORCES. VAN DALSEN WAS INSTRUCTED TO 
SAY THAT SHOULD ANY POSSIBLITY EXIST OF AIRCRAFT BEING SENT IN TO 
TRANSPORT THESE PEOPLE TO PORTUGAL FROM EITHER SOUTHERN ANGOLA 
OR SWA, SAG WOULD BE GLAD TO MAKE LANDING FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
AT ANDANGUA, GROOTFONTEIN, OR WINDHOEK. 
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REFUGEES WERE SHORT OF FOOD AND HOUSING. HE WAS NOT CERTAIN OF 
EXACT NUMBER OF LOCATION BUT ASSUMED MOST WERE ACTUALLY ON 
ANGOLAN SIDE OF BORDER SOMEWHERE NORTH OF OSHIKANGO. 

3. VAN DALSEN WAS AWARE THAT USG IS PROVIDING TWO PLANES TO 
TRANSPORT REFUGEES OUT OF NOVA LISBOA, EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING 
OF USG DESIRE GIVE PRIORITY TO REFUGEES IN AREAS OF MOST IMMEDIATE 
DANGER, AND VOLUNTEERED APPRECIATION OF FACT THAT ANGOLA-SWA 
BORDER WAS NOT THE ONLY PLACE WHERE THERE WAS A SERIOUS ANGOLAN 
REFUGEE PROBLEM. NEVERTHELESS IT OBVIOUS SAG, WHILE NOT 
PUTTING ITS APPROACH IN FORM OF DIRECT REQUEST, IS ESSENTIALLY 
REPEATING APPEAL FOR HELP WHICH IT MADE ON AUGUST 25 (REF A). 

WE HAVE LEARNED THAT VAN DALSEN MADE SIMILAR CALL TO BRITISH 
EMBASSY AFTER CALLING US. 

4. COMMENT: ACCOMMODATING REFUGEE FLOW IS APPARENTLY BECOMING 
PHYSICALLY AS WELL AS FINANCIALLY DIFFICULT FOR SAG. MANY 
OBSERVERS ASSUME THAT IT ALSO REPRESENTS POLITICAL PROBLEM IN 
THAT MANY REFUGEES WISH TO STAY IN SA RATHER THAN GO ON TO 
PORTUGAL, WHILE SAG UNWILLING TO RELAX IMMIGRATION REQUIREMENTS. 
IN THIS REGARD IT UNCLEAR WHETHER PILE-UP ON ANGOLA SIDE OF 
BORDER IS BECAUSE SAG IS APPLYING RESTRICTIONS TO ADMISSION OR 
BECAUSE REFUGEES THEMSELVES DO NOT WISH TO COME ACROSS WITHOUT 
ASSURANCES THEY CAN STAY IN SA MORE OR LESS INDEFINITELY. 

SOME MAY SIMPLY BE CAMPING AT SAFE EXIT POINT UNTIL IT IS CLEARER 
WHETHER THEY SHOULD TAKE CHANCE ON RETURNING TO HOMES IN ANGOLA 
OR COMMIT THEMSELVES TO GO ON TO PORTUGAL SINCE CHANCES ARE 
AGAINST MANY STAYING IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

5. NATURE OF VAN DALSEN'S APPROACH AND HIS COMMENT (REF C) 

ON OUR RESPONSE (REF B) TO SAG'S EARLIER REQUEST WOULD INDICATE 
DFA IS NOT VERY SANGUINE ABOUT GETTING US ASSISTANCE. NONETHELESS 
IT CLEAR THAT REFUGEE SITUATION BECOMING MORE SERIOUS AND SAG 
WOULD WELCOME ANY ADVICE OR INFORMATION WE CAN PROVIDE. EMBASSY 
WOULD APPRECIATE INSTRUCTIONS ON RESPONSE WE SHOULD MAKE TO 
THIS SECOND REQUEST. WOULD DEPT CONSIDER IT USEFUL TO SUGGEST 
THAT SAG CONSULT UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES. ICRC, OR 
OTHER INTERNATIONAL BODIES? OYBJECTIVELY, WHAT CAN BE DONE TO 
ASSIST REFUGEES IN SOUTHERN ANGOLA? 
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